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Brexit: Key people to watch

Theresa May

(Prime 
Minister)

Sets strategic 
aims and 
arbitrates on 
UK disputes

David Davis

(Secretary of 
State for 

Leaving the 
EU)

Lead for 
Article 50 

negotiations

Liam Fox

(Secretary of 
State for 

International 
Trade)

Lead for 
negotiating 
new trade 
deals 

Donald Tusk

(European 
Council)

Coordinator 
of EU27 
positions

Michel 
Barnier

(Commission)

Lead on 
technical 

aspects

Didier 
Seeuws

(EU Brexit 
Task Force)

Lead on 
Article 50 
process for 
Council

Angela 
Merkel

(German 
Chancellor)

Leader of 
largest member 
state. Elections 
in Autumn 
2017.

Francois 
Hollande

(French 
President)

Concerns on 
free movement. 

Presidential 
election in 

Spring 2017

Enda Kenny

(Irish 
Taoiseach)

Concerns on 
Northern Ireland 
and economic 
impact.
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