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Main statement of EU27 objectives 
& priorities

Final clarification of EU position 
and margin of manoeuvre for 

Commission negotiators

Final trade-offs to agreement

Parliament’s priorities & view 
on participation on process

Agreement on process of 
negotiation

Negotiations 
begin

Negotiations 
conclude

If no agreement, then 
decision on time extension

Look out for:
• How much is agreed?
• What momentum is in the 

negotiations?Look out for:
• How does each partner (EU27, EP, UK) 

see balance of seeking additional gains 
against risk of non-agreement?

UK General 
Election

Partial confirmation of 
pursuit of current policy

Changes since September 2017:
• European Council did not open Phase II 

(transition arrangement) talks in October, but 
allowed Commission to prepare Phase II 
mandate

• Next European Council review in December
• More Phase I rounds in interim, but lack of 

clarity on where next concessions might come 
from

Phase I rounds from summer 
to December

EUCO 
review I

Progress on Phase I and movement 
to Phase II

EUCO 
review II

Progress on Phase I and movement 
to Phase II

Look out for:
• Do negotiations in November result in 

any movement on Phase I?
• Will December European Council 

harden EU’s position on Art.50?


